                       Village of Germantown Hills



Special Meeting Minutes-July 9, 2009

President Kenny Mitchell called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
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Everyone stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance.

This special meeting is to discuss sewer rates, bills and provisions.

Attorney Richard Joseph explained the 2 changes made to the sewer ordinance.

Terry Quinn stated that the rate needs to be changed due to an error in Tuckaway’s water usage and that using the incorrect usage caused the amount of revenue to be incorrect.

Terry also questioned why the amount of money needed was left the same on the budget and per Clark Hopkins it was to cover the generators that are needed and sewer repairs.

Mike Gaetz stated that he, Terry, Rich Brecklin and Ann Sasso got together and came up with a budget that was acceptable to Ann and Rich that did not list the generator.  There was a miscommunication between the finance representatives and the sewer representatives that the board discussed.
Steve McCown questioned what the agreement with the EPA was regarding the generators.  Greg Neaveill said that the agreement was that the Village was to purchase a generator a year unless the Village was not financially capable of doing so.  Steve also is concerned that the legal fees in the sewer budget will not be enough to cover fees if litigation is needed.

Clark asked Attorney Joseph if our proposed rates were in line with other communities and he replied yes they were.  Clark also expressed concern over the billing program and it was stated that since the garbage/recycling is going to be added to the billing program, would the cost of the new software come out of the general fund.  Greg pointed out that it would be split 50/50 with the general fund and the sewer fund.

Clark also stated that he strongly feels that a generator is needed now.  Greg suggested that the cost of the generator be split with the 2009/2010 and the 2010/2011 budgets, however Terry stated that if it can be deemed that the purchases be made because of growth to the village, then the funds could be transferred from the hook-up fee account.

It was discussed that funds are transferred from the grinder maintenance account to the sewer account to offset the grinder pump maintenance account.

There was discussion about Rich Brecklin’s generator request to the finance representatives and the sewer representatives.

After much discussion it was decided that funding would be available for repairs to the manholes, engineering survey of the sewer plant and a new generator.  It was agreed that $30,000 would be transferred from the hook-up fee account to offset the cost of a new generator.

At this time Terry Quinn made a motion to approve Ordinance #639 an Ordinance amending Ordinance 221 (as amended) relating to the regulation and operation of the sanitary sewer system as amended to include the following rates:  

Debt Service Charge of $14.10126 per month to each user of the wastewater facilities of the Village is hereby established.

A minimum charge of $15.74962 per month shall be applied to all users whose water consumption does not exceed 100 gallons per month.

A basic user rate of $0.21133 per 100 gallons shall be applied to all users for water consumption in excess of 100 gallons per month.  Seconded by Mike Gaetz.  Motion #1 passed

Greg Neaveill motioned to adjourn and seconded by Clark.  Motion #2 passed 

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

Donna Reich

Village Treasurer
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