                       Village of Germantown Hills


Regular Meeting Minutes-October 21, 2009

President Kenny Mitchell called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.

President/

Trustees
R C
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11


12

Kenny Mitchell Village President


P













Steve McCown
A
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y




Greg Neaveill
P
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y




John Ford
A
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y




Clark Hopkins
P
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y




Mike Gaetz
P
Y
P
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y




Terry Quinn
P
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y




Everyone stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance.

Thornridge Lots 28 & 29-Rick Joseph noted that based on his analysis he determined that Mr. & Mrs. Petri could construct a house across a lot line but there are utility easements along the property lines of lots 28 & 29.  Michelle Petri noted that they had purchased the lots a week after they learned the overhangs would not count in the setback area.  Rich noted that the Subdivision Ordinance and Thornridge Subdivision Plats prohibit any structure from encroaching into the utility easements.  

Steve McCown arrived at 6:05 p.m.

Rick Joseph noted that these utility easements are dedicated for use to all utility companies.  In order to encroach in this area it would require village consent which is a formal process.  Michelle Petri indicated that they clearly stated to the Village at the last meeting that they were going to build across the lots.  Mr. Joseph explained that the plat indicated no permanent structures could encroach within the utility easement.  This is a legal issue that the Village Ordinance prohibits building on the utility easement.  In order for this to be considered it needs to go to the Planning Commission to seek a waiver for the utility easements with a resubdivision.  Rick noted that even if the Village waives it, simply by combining the two lots it doesn’t preclude any other utility company from using the easement.  Rick stated the first issue is to engage legal counsel.  The second issue is whether or not the Village will agree to a vacation of the utility easements.  At the last meeting Rick noted they didn’t have knowledge of the utility easement location until they obtained plats and recorded Subdivision Restrictions.  Rick informed the Petri’s that they can build but because there are utility easements you can’t change the rights of the other utility companies.  The Petri’s would need to get approval from the utility companies.  The next step would be to file a resubdivision plat with the Village ten days before the next Planning Commission meeting, which is scheduled for November 16th.  Steve McCown asked if the encroachment of the porch had been changed.  Mrs. Petri said she didn’t think a concrete porch was included as a part of the structure.  The Clerk will get a copy of the Zoning Ordinance to Mrs. Petri.

John Ford arrived at 6:17 p.m.

Michelle Petri stated she would contact the utility companies to see if they are willing to waive the utility easement.  Rick stated it would be helpful to have these when they go in front of the Planning Commission.

Planning Commission Appointment-Deferred.

Liquor License Committee Appointment-Kenny Mitchell appointed John Ford, Steve McCown, and Clark Hopkins and himself to be on the Liquor License Committee.   The committee will meet with the Axelson’s and Ricky’s to discuss the ongoing liquor license issues.

Village Ace Drainage-Rick Joseph noted a letter was sent from his office to the Village Ace owner providing a detailed explanation why they are not in compliance with their drainage issues.  They have 30 days to complete the work.  

Safe Routes to School Program 2007-Rich Brecklin noted that there are some issues with the sidewalk design that have come up.  One issue is that the survey points are wrong and now because of that, the sidewalk will need to be shifted 2-3 feet towards Fandel Road.  Rich noted that the location of the sidewalk is going to create steeper ditches along Fandel Road.  Rich received a preliminary estimate to install a pipe in the ditch so that it won’t be so steep.  The preliminary estimate for materials is $29,000.  There is presently approximately $25,000 left of grant funds.  Rich stated that the problem with the design Foth had put together is that there is no way to maintain the ditch.  They also have a concrete drop off around the lift station.  Rich noted that due to the weather the contractor is asking for an extension.  Mike Gaetz questioned if CMT just took Foth’s design.  Scott Desplinter from CMT stated he thought they did.  Rich will check prices for rip rap as an alternative to installing the pipe.  Rich noted he had requested concrete with curb around the lift station several times to Foth and they took it out of the design.  Mike Gaetz questioned if curb and gutter could be added later if we put the appropriate underdrain in now along the road.  Rich stated we possibly could. 

The Clerk noted that we also have to confirm with the State that they are going to approve this since there will be a needed clear zone for safety along the sidewalk and Fandel Road.  Scott from CMT had mentioned this in the committee meeting.

A motion was made by Greg Neaveill to allow the street committee to spend up to $40,000 on the drainage improvements along Fandel Road.  Seconded by Mike Gaetz.  Motion passed #1.

Coventry Farm Sidewalk-Steve McCown is the representative to work on the Safe Kids Grant.  The Clerk sent examples of letters of support to Amy DeFrietas.

Coventry Farm South Drainage-Greg Neaveill stated that the Village had received 5 bids on the Coventry Farm South Drainage project.  Dillon was the low bidder.  Scott stated that the construction would start as soon as we get the easements recorded.  He would not recommend accepting the bids until we have at least the four easements.

A motion was made by Greg Neaveill to accept the bid subject to the Village receiving the four easements, which include lots 21, 22, 24, and 64.  Seconded by Steve McCown.  Motion passed #2.

A motion was made by Greg Neaveill to accept the CMT construction phase services contract for $6,000 for the Coventry Farm South Drainage project.  Seconded by Steve McCown.  Motion passed #3.

Subdivision Ordinance-The Clerk stated that the Planning Commission is reviewing the Subdivision Ordinance and after their next meeting we should have all the changes.

MFT 2009-Rich Brecklin stated that the streets in Oak Grove Park are done but the LaKemper culdesac is not done.  Rich noted that the culdesac would not be done because of the weather.  The Clerk noted that there is an obligation to complete the culdesac before November 1st.  The Clerk will send the agreement to Rick Joseph for review.    Rich Brecklin stated that they would add some fill to the shoulders in Oak Grove Park.

Garbage/Recycling-Terry Quinn stated that he and John Ford had received 4 more garbage exemption requests.  McCullough Disposal noted a couple of problems with the Garbage Ordinance.  One is that the Ordinance requires the garbage can to be 3’ from the lot line which is not what the intent of the Ordinance should be.  The other issue is the dumpster dimensions.  Because there still needs to be some changes to the Ordinance we will wait until the next meeting to adopt the Ordinance.  The sewer penalties will accrue but not garbage penalties at this time.

Treasurer-Kenny Mitchell made the appointment of Joy Dries as Village Treasurer.  

A motion was made by Steve McCown to approve the appointment of Joy Dries as Village Treasurer.  Seconded by Clark Hopkins.  Motion passed #4.

Sewer Plant CMT Evaluation-Rich Brecklin stated that CMT is still evaluating the plant.  Steve McCown asked if they have contacted Foth for information and Rich said they have.

A motion was made by Mike Gaetz to authorize Kenny Mitchell to sign the change order for the decant system.  Motion passed #5.

Sewer Plant Filters-Rich Brecklin stated that there is a programming issue with the filters.  He has talked to Farnsworth and it will cost $6,000 to correct.  Rich called US Filter but they haven’t gotten back to him yet.  Rich called Larry Johnson from Foth to see if he can do anything.

Whispering Oaks Lift Station-Scott Desplinter noted there will be a preconstruction meeting next week.

Thatcher Lane Access-Deferred.

Sump Pump Ordinance-Rich Brecklin stated that he had drafted a Sump Pump Ordinance.  Rob McCoy from Miller Hall & Triggs had gone through it.  The board discussed that the Ordinance requires the discharge to be off the street.  John Ford stated he doesn’t agree with the language that doesn’t allow a person to discharge their sump pump into the ditch.  Kenny Mitchell recommended this be referred back to the committee to discuss.

Proclamation-Junior Week & Month-Kenny Mitchell read the proclamation from the Junior Woman’s Club.

Website-Terry Quinn stated that he started the Google group a couple of years ago with the idea that it would be good to have a means to communicate with the community.   Terry recommended that a committee be put together to look at policy issues because of some of the messages recently.

Kenny Mitchell made the appointment of Mike Gaetz, John Ford, Terry Quinn and Kenny Mitchell to the website committee.

Darlene Ford, former Planning Commission and Village Board member, was in attendance to discuss the behavior that has been going on that is causing people in the community to turn against each other.  Darlene noted she has been in the Village for 35 years and indicated that there have been incorrect and inappropriate postings on the Google group. Alan from Ricky’s stated that the Google group is a disturbing forum that can be used to take out grudges.  Roger Mohn, owner of Jubilee stated that he has lived here for years and never has seen anything like this. The board discussed some of the comments and issues from the last meeting regarding the liquor licenses.    

Roger Mohn noted that maybe not issuing the license was some sort of thank you for being in the community but he said it is not worth this so if the board wants to grant it they should grant it.  Greg Neaveill stated that the board is not anti-business and that we want businesses to be a part of the community.    

A motion was made by John Ford to approve the sewer bills.  Seconded by Steve McCown.  Motion passed #6.

A motion was made by Steve McCown to approve the general bills.  Seconded by John Ford.  Motion passed #7.

A motion was made by Greg Neaveill to approve the September 24, 2009 minutes as amended.  Seconded by Terry Quinn.  Motion passed #8.

Minutes-October 8, 2009-Deferred since there were some changes that needed to be reviewed.

Planning Commission-The Village Board reviewed the Planning Commission minutes.

Committees-Kenny Mitchell stated that he feels the committee process is working out well so far.

A motion was made by Clark Hopkins to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m.  Seconded by John Ford.  Motion passed #9.

Ann Sasso

Village Clerk
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