                       Village of Germantown Hills


Regular Meeting Minutes-October 8, 2009

President Kenny Mitchell called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.
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Everyone stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance.

Coventry Farm Sidewalk-Greg Neaveill stated that we aren’t going to have the funds this year to do the sidewalk extension from Hannah to Windsor.  Amy DeFrietas was in attendance to discuss the possibility of additional funds that might be available.  Amy is with a coalition called Safe Kids.  Every year there are grants available that provide funds for projects in school areas.  If the Village would be interested we would need to get letters of support put together.  The Safe Kids Board would assist in writing the grant.  Amy noted that the deadline is January 13, 2010 and we should know if it is approved by January 25, 2010.  Rich Brecklin indicated that we have estimated a price of approximately $25,000 that includes engineering for that section of the sidewalk construction.  

A motion was made by Greg Neaveill to have Steve McCown be on the task force to facilitate the letter of support from the Village and the grant proposal for the sidewalk from Hannah to Windsor.  Seconded by Mike Gaetz.  Motion passed #1.

Coventry Farm South Drainage-Scott DeSplinter stated that we would be accepting bids on October 20th.  CMT’s probable cost is $59,750 and the main cause of the increase is the conflict with the utilities.  The Clerk noted we have received two easements back.  Scott noted that their costs have increased due to the extra meetings with property owners for easement acquisition and some additional survey work that had to be completed.  This additional effort increased the cost by $4,250.   

A motion was made by Greg Neaveill to approve the increase of the upper limit of the existing contract from $10,500 to $14,750 to account for CMT’s additional efforts.  Seconded by Terry Quinn.  Motion passed #2.

Scott DeSplinter stated that the Village could have the storm sewer put in and wait to open up the side yards until spring if there weren’t enough funds to do the whole project.  If we split the project you will only save $12-15,000 right now.  Greg Neaveill recommended CMT bring a construction phase services cost estimate in and then wait for the bids to come in.  

Whispering Oaks Lift Station-There was a change order for the Whispering Oaks Lift Station. 

A motion was made by Mike Gaetz to approve the change order for the Whispering Oaks lift station.  Seconded by Greg Neaveill.  Motion passed #3.

Rich Brecklin reported that some of the manholes are getting eaten away with gases so he is looking at getting the manholes lines or coated.  He is getting a price.

Woodford County Hearing-Mitchell-The Clerk noted that there is a Woodford County hearing for Darren Mitchell to rezone some property in order to have a horse stable and arena.  The board didn’t note any concerns.

Diamond Oaks Drainage-Rick Joseph noted that one of his Associates had researched whether or not the Village is liable in regards to the drainage that is impacting property behind the homes located at Woodland Knolls Road.  Rick stated that the information gathered shows the Village is not liable.  The Village will communicate this to Mr. Woods that lives along Woodland Knolls Road that had the concern.

Village Ace Hardware-Scott DeSplinter noted that they had surveyed the Village Ace property and they have not built it per their original approved site plan.  Scott noted that these issues are impacting the drainage in terms of not storing as much water and releasing too much at once.  The Board agreed to have MHT send a letter to require completion of the work within 30 days.

John Ford arrived at 7:41 p.m.

Safe Routes to School-Greg Neaveill stated that there is an issue with the property pin along Fandel Road at Mr. & Mrs. Emlen’s property.  Greg noted that the street committee had recommended CMT do a survey so that the contractor doing the sidewalk could keep working.  

A motion was made by Greg Neaveill to authorize CMT to do a survey on Fandel Road in front of the Emlen’s property.  Seconded by Terry Quinn.  Motion passed #4.

MFT-Rich Brecklin reported that they are supposed to be here Monday to do the MFT work in Oak Grove Park and on LaKemper.  The culdesac won’t be done until it can dry out.  Ann Sasso noted that they would be building two houses off of LaKemper soon.

Garbage Exemptions-Terry Quinn and John Ford have reviewed three requests for garbage exemptions. They have all been approved and Terry had drafted a form in order to document their request and the Village’s approval.  Tuckaway is in a contract but has been notified that after their contract is over they will be required to take part in the Village’s contract with McCullough Disposal.

A motion was made by Terry Quinn to approve the recommendation on the exemptions from garbage collection for two individuals and Tuckaway.  Seconded by Greg Neaveill.   Motion passed #5.

A motion was made by Clark Hopkins to amend section 12 of Ordinance #647 as presented and to direct the Attorney to present a new Ordinance incorporating those provisions.  Seconded by Greg Neaveill.  Motion passed #6.

The Clerk explained that the new bills are printing a usage on them that is confusing to some residents.  The postal requirement of “Address Service Requested” also needs to be printed on the bills.  The Board agreed to have the Software Company make these two changes before the next set of bills go out.

Fast Stop Liquor License-Alfred from Ricky’s explained that they have submitted an application for a liquor license. Alan noted he had done some research with an informal survey of his customers. He said he had received over 700 signatures in support of them having and selling alcohol at their facility. Terry Quinn noted concern with Jubilee right next door, which is an important part of the community.  Alan stated he was asking for a beer and wine license and they encourage the support of the local stores. Terry Quinn noted a concern with timing, because of the recession. At some future point when the economy recovers, we should reconsider the license.  Kenny Mitchell stated he feels everyone should be able to better his or her business. Mike Gaetz stated he feels a responsibility to govern as best we can so that no store fails. Steve explained that while it is our job to control certain aspects of the community we should not be restricting retail competition which is a fundamental part of the business world. 

John Ford questioned if Alfred and Alan’s application has been checked by anyone, and isn’t it the Village’s responsibility to do a background check when an application is submitted.  Mike Gaetz recommended following through with checking the application. Rick Joseph stated that the Village could do the background check but it still comes back to the board on whether or not to allow the creation of a Class D license. Steve agreed to the background check as long as everyone that submits an application in the future is checked. Alfred and Alan agreed for the Clerk and Mayor to perform a background check.  Clark Hopkins asked if a background check would make any difference in the vote to give Ricky’s a liquor license. 

A motion was made by Steve McCown to authorize the issuance of a Class D liquor license. Seconded by Clark Hopkins. Motion failed #7.

Michael’s Italian Feast-Mike Axelson stated that they were asking for the development of a banquet license for the Monte Cristo Room and the development of a beer and wine license for Michael’s Italian Feast.

John Ford questioned if they have a license in Washington. Mike Axelson stated they did not but they wanted to increase their dine-in business in Germantown Hills. 

Terry Quinn noted an important issue of public safety. Per state law, the Village has discretion on who can receive, and how many liquor licenses are available. Terry noted concern with a banquet facility where it would be hard to check for compliance. He stated when you evaluate an application you have to look at the person’s willingness to work with community, their integrity and self control and the person’s ability to abide by the rule of law. Terry stated that it was his feeling that Mr. Axelson’s past interactions with the Village demonstrated that he was not willing to do this.  Terry explained that 1-½ years ago there was some difficulty getting the applicant to abide by the Village Sign Ordinance and there was also a parking issue. 

The Village Board authorized a Class E special use license to provide a method to allow the Monte Cristo Room to have a banquet with alcohol to be served by an existing Class B or Class C license holders. The board discussed that there have been some problems with the special use process but Germantown Grille and Kouri’s are interested in utilizing their special use permit for the Monte Cristo Room.  A separate permit would need to be issued to allow Germantown Grille to serve at the Monte Cristo Room since the permit is site specific.

Veronica stated that she believes the Monte Cristo Room is an asset to Germantown Hills and the Axelsons’ are working hard to promote the room but they need their own liquor license to make it work. Mike Gaetz stated to Mr. Axelson that he is concerned about his past behavior and there needs to be some responsibility for his past actions. 

Clark Hopkins questioned if Kouri’s had paid their bill for the clean up because of the grease trap. The Clerk stated they had not paid the bill because Tony Pisano had wanted to talk to the Mayor or Board about the bill.  Kenny said the Kouri’s problem was before he became Mayor. The Clerk noted a second bill would be sent.   

Steve McCown stated it is clear that there is a history about some issues and we need to find away to move forward. 

Presently the Monte Cristo could have 30 events (if we modified the Germantown Grille permit) with alcohol brought in by another license holder. Veronica feels that she would be more responsible then an employee from Kouri’s in serving alcohol at one of her events since she is the owner.  She also stated that it was a deterrent to her customers having to deal with two different businesses to organize an event and very difficult to coordinate schedules. Veronica noted this arrangement with the other license holders is not working. 

Steve McCown asked when the Monte Cristo Room came about and asked why the liquor license wasn’t brought up early as a part of the business plan. Terry Quinn noted that the Monte Cristo Room existed before a liquor license request was made. Mr. Axelson noted that the business is evolving and that is why the request is being made now. 

Marv Johnson was in attendance and explained that early on the conversations with the Axelsons were open and friendly but there was no request for a liquor license at that time. 

Mike Gaetz noted that the comprehensive plan is for Germantown Hills to be bedroom community and that most people come this way to get away from things. Amy DeFrietas disputed the fact that the area is not what it used to be and people living here now expect more amenities. Terry Quinn stated that we have put into place goals and objectives that have been adopted by the Comprehensive Plan that was put together by the Tri-County Planning Commission and the Village Planning Commission. 

Rick Joseph stated that this board needs to determine whether or not 2 licenses should be created. 

A motion was made by Steve McCown to create a beer and wine license for restaurants and authorize the issuance of one license. Seconded by Clark Hopkins. Motion failed #8.

Greg Neaveill stated that he knows the history and when there is an Ordinance in place it should be followed. Veronica stated that she recently got a banner permit and forgot the date it was to be removed but got a new permit once she was informed her permit had expired. Terry Quinn stated that before the sign incident in the past the board was working on a banquet license in order to help the applicant. When the violations started to occur the banquet license work was stopped.

Steve McCown asked what could be done in order to move forward. Terry noted that there has never been an acknowledgement of the things that have happened and the communication breakdown, or a real effort to change. Veronica apologized for anything that they did. Mike Axelson stated his view was he didn’t break any laws but apologized to Marv Johnson.  Mike stated he would love to see an extension of the Class E license. John Ford recommended increasing the number of events allowed and put together a committee to set down and work out the issues between Mike and the Board. Kenny will appoint a committee to meet with the Axelsons. The Board was in consensus to increase the number of events with the Class E special use permit.

Sewer Plant-CMT is working on the evaluation.

Keys-Kenny Mitchell stated he wanted to make sure all keys were turned in from past board members.

Thatcher Easement-Plant 2-The Clerk explained to the board that Mr. Thatcher would like to request an easement off of the sewer plant 2 driveway.  The board agreed this would be acceptable to have his engineer draft an easement.

Sump Pump Policy-Rich Brecklin has drafted a policy for consideration.

Whispering Oaks Sewer Line-Terry Quinn stated he talked to 17 people in Whispering Oaks that are on the backside of Whispering Oaks but not within the corporate limits.  Most said they would not be willing to connect to the sewer system.  John Ford wondered if there would be grant possibilities.  He will check on this.

Banner Permit-Michael’s-The Clerk noted that Michael’s Italian Feast has taken out the rest of the banner permits for the remainder of the year for the Ten Mile Creek Road Frontage.  The one permit had to be backdated to match up with the permit that was taken out in September when the banner was not removed when it was supposed to be removed.  This will allow the banner to remain up for a total of 80 days.

Retroreflectivity Signs-The Clerk gave information to the street committee on the retroreflectivity requirements for signs.

Thornridge Lots 28 & 29-Rick Joseph noted that there are utility easements along the property lines of lots 28 & 29.  These utility easements are dedicated for use to all utility companies.  In order to encroach in this area it would require village consent. The Petri’s are supposed to be submitting a building and site plan.  Rick noted the plat and Subdivision Ordinance wouldn’t allow for encroachment into the utility easements.  The Subdivision and Zoning Ordinances do not prohibit the combining of two lots to build a house on.  The Clerk questioned if a resubdivision needed to be done in order to record any changes that are made to the subdivision.  Rick Joseph stated something should be recorded against the lot.

IMRF-Ann Sasso reported that the Annual Authorized Agent Certification seminar is on November 5, 2009 in East Peoria.

Audit-The Clerk stated that the board members should have received a draft copy of the audit for review.  Helen will be here soon to make the report.

Schedules-The Village board agreed to change the Village Board meetings to the 1st and 3rd Thursday’s for November and December.  

Personnel-Clark Hopkins reported that he, Terry Quinn and Ann Sasso had interviewed approximately 9 individuals out of 60+ applicants.  The person they are recommending lives in the area and is qualified.  The Personnel Committee is recommending Joy Dries.

A motion was made by Terry Quinn to recommend hiring Joy Dries at $11.00 an hour for the position of office assistant.  Seconded by Clark Hopkins.  Motion passed #9.

Terry Quinn recommended letting those know that interviewed for the position that it has been filled.  Rick Joseph had brought up the idea of an external Treasurer.  The personnel committee will discuss.

Committees-John Ford questioned who is the chairman of each committee.  The Clerk will send out a new list.

A motion was made by Clark Hopkins to adjourn the meeting at 10:37 p.m.  Seconded by John Ford.  Motion passed #10.

Ann Sasso, Village Clerk



7
1

