                       Village of Germantown Hills


Regular Meeting Minutes-November 19, 2009

President Kenny Mitchell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
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Everyone stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance.

McDaniel Plat-The Clerk noted this would be deferred to the next meeting.

Thornridge Plat Lots 28 & 29-Michelle Petri, owner of lots 28 & 29 noted that she still needs to get CILCO to sign the plat otherwise all other utility companies have signed off on vacating the utility easement.  The Clerk noted that the Planning Commission had recommended approval of the plat subject to the changes being made that the engineer had recommended.

John Ford asked if a house on these two lots would affect the water flow.  Rich Brecklin stated it would not.  

A motion was made by Mike Gaetz to approve the Thornridge Lots 28 & 29 plat.  Seconded by Greg Neaveill.  Motion passed #1.

Safe Routes to School Program 2007-Rich Brecklin stated that the holdup on finishing the sidewalk has been the area by the lift station.  Scott DeSplinter noted that the contractor should be done in 4-5 days as long as the weather stays dry.

Coventry Farm Sidewalk Hannah to Windsor-The Clerk noted that Amy DeFreitas had sent an email noting that the Village needs to submit letters of support from the Trustees and President.  Steve McCown is the contact on this.

Coventry Farm South Drainage-Scott DeSplinter noted that the contract has been signed tonight.  Scott noted a pre-construction meeting would be scheduled.

A motion was made by John Ford to approve the notice to proceed on the Coventry Farm South Drainage project.  Seconded by Greg Neaveill.  Motion passed #2.

Village Board Representatives to GHBA Roles and Responsibilities-Terry Quinn stated he had brought this up at the last meeting on what the roles and responsibilities are of a village committee member to report at a meeting.  Terry noted that he has heard that at the October 15th GHBA meeting that it got contentious.  He thinks it should have been the role of the representatives to report the board’s position and discussion even if it wasn’t their own opinion.  Terry stated that there are no guidelines at present.  Rick Joseph stated the board could make a decision to establish guidelines if they wish.  Mike Gaetz noted that this would be the procedure for all committee reporting.  Clark Hopkins presented minutes from the GHBA meeting that Dr. Kaufman had approved.  Terry Quinn asked if a report could be made to the board outside of the notes that are given.  Terry stated that if there are contentious issues raised the board needs to know about them.  Mike added that a board member is there as a representative of the whole board. Rick Joseph suggested that there be a consensus when you are a board representative serving as a representative at an event you should explain the position of the board.  

Mike Gaetz noted he would like to go to a GHBA meeting and wondered if there was a way he could go.  Rick stated you can’t have a rotating person since this is a private organization and would be by invitation with only two board members allowed.  John Ford questioned what if someone else in the GHBA invites someone to talk on a specific topic.  Rick noted if there are three in attendance one would not be able to be involved in the discussions.  Rick noted if one of the committee members can’t make it then another board member could step in.  

Village Board Contact Information on Regular Website-Terry Quinn noted that the Clerk had sent out a question on whether or not the board members wanted phone numbers posted.  Terry Quinn noted that those that want to could do it and those that don’t want to don’t have to.  

Sewer Plant CMT Evaluation-Rich Brecklin indicated that we should have the evaluation report next week.  Rich will deliver them to the board for review and CMT will meet with Village Board to discuss.

Plant Update-Nothing to report

Whispering Oaks Lift Station-Scott DeSplinter stated that the project is under cost.  Scott noted that they have had one problem with the location of the force main not being where the plans said it was.

A motion was made by Greg Neaveill to approve the change order in the amount of $2,729.20 for the Whispering Oaks Lift station.  Seconded by John Ford.  Motion passed #3.

A motion was made by Mike Gaetz to approve the pay request #1 for the Whispering Oaks Lift Station in the amount of $26,481.11.  Seconded by Greg Neaveill.  Motion passed #4.

Sewer Line-Fandel Road-Rich Brecklin stated that when the contractor was working on the sidewalk along Fandel that they hit the 6” gravity line that goes to the school bus barn.  The lateral is sitting at the wrong elevation.  Rich noted that when he was making the repair he realized that the three lots along Fandel Road are hooked to the lateral.  Rich noted that the plans show an 8” sewer main servicing the bus barn and the three lots.  Rich received a rough estimate of $36,000 to run an 8” main.  The Village can do some of the work to cut down on the cost.  Rich has calls into two contractors that are already doing work in the area to see if we can get a better cost.  The Clerk found old minutes that show the school asking for sewer and the Village allowed a lateral at the time.  Mike Gaetz noted nothing was wrong at this point until Coventry Farm was developed and the three lots were attached to the lateral without constructing a main.  Mike noted as long as there is no house that would hook on we are o.k. until we can get easements and design for the main.  Rich noted he would let the school know that the pipe is falling the wrong way.   Mike Gaetz recommended getting the easements and the design going since the permit alone would take awhile to complete.  This would need to be done next year before a house is built on any of the three Coventry Farm lots.

A motion was made by Mike Gaetz to get easements and design going on the sewer line along Fandel Road.  Seconded by Terry Quinn.  Motion passed #5.

Future of Google Group-Rick Joseph stated that the committee had just met and had discussions about the Google Group.  They discussed three different alternatives.  One was to do nothing.  Second would be to allow the site to operate as in the past.  Thirdly would be to keep site suspended and set a system to have one way communication.  

Terry Quinn stated he would be voting against the motion because he would like to see the site continue but is not sure what the answer is.  

A motion was made by Mike Gaetz to suspend the site and introduce a new system to give time to set up a site for posting one way communication.  Seconded by John Ford.  Motion passed #6.

Terry Quinn questioned if he should post a short message to tell residents what happened at the meeting.  Rick Joseph noted an appropriate statement could be added be we don’t have to post the committee meeting minutes.

Village Ace Hardware-The owner of Village Ace sent a letter stating the detention area had been completed.  The Clerk stated that a letter was sent to Mr. Bowald that he still needed to do seed preparation and application with appropriate erosion control measures.

Subdivision Ordinance Revisions-The Clerk reported that the Planning Commission is almost done reviewing the Subdivision Ordinance Revisions.

Steve McCown arrived at 7:49 p.m.

Police Committee-John Ford stated that they are trying to set a committee meeting with the Police committee from Metamora.

Liquor License Issues-Ann Hunseker was in attendance and had some questions for the board.  Rick Joseph noted that there is an Ordinance that identifies the number and types of licenses.  He stated that there is presently no license available but there is a willingness between the Axelson’s and the Village to work out past issues, come to a consensus and move on.  Rick noted that there is presently no classification for a banquet license and it is the discretion of the board to create a license.  Rick Joseph noted he was not aware of what was done in the past in regards to background checks.  The Clerk stated she was not sure if in the past it was done since the Mayor and attorney could have instructed it to be completed.  Rick explained a background check would be completed on Michael’s if the board agreed to create a license for them to apply for.  Steve McCown emphasized that moving forward the board agrees that a background check will be done on every applicant.  

John Ford stated that the liquor license committee had met and had come up with a mutual understanding that there was a lack of communication and everyone would like to move forward.  Terry Quinn and John Ford met with the Axelsons.  Terry Quinn stated that they had an open and honest discussion to sort out concerns from the past and agreed they should have talked sooner.  Mike Axelson stated that they had a great couple of meetings to sort through the concerns and it would be nice if the community could get together.

John Ford stated that he would recommend having the attorney create a banquet liquor license for the Monte Cristo.  The board agreed.

Alfred asked if the background check was o.k.  John Ford stated everything did check out.  John Ford asked if we should look at creating a Liquor Commission.  Rick will check into that. 

A motion was made by Steve McCown to approve the general and MFT bills as amended.  Seconded by Greg Neaveill.  Motion passed #7.

A motion was made by Terry Quinn to approve the sewer bills as amended.  Seconded by Mike Gaetz.  Motion passed #8.

Minutes Approval-Rick Joseph noted that the Open Meetings Act requires certain items to be included in the minutes.  The law only requires a summary of the discussion of the minutes and not a verbatim transcript.  The Clerk has the responsibility under the law to present the minutes and the minutes are the Clerk’s.  Terry Quinn stated that it has been useful in the past to refer back to get the history of decisions but the amount of changes has gotten out of hand and this is not supposed to be a transcript.  The Clerk stated she could scale it back and not have so much detail if that is what the board wants.  Rick Joseph’s recommendation is to resubmit the minutes with a shorter summary.  The board agreed to have the clerk resubmit the October 8th and 21st minutes.  

A motion was made by Terry Quinn to approve the November 5th minutes as amended.  Seconded by John Ford.  Motion passed #9.

Planning Commission Minutes-The Village Board reviewed the Planning Commission minutes.

Dumpster Screening-The Clerk noted that the Planning Commission is looking at dumpster screening requirements.

Community Center-Water Line-Rich Brecklin stated that the water service line is leaking at the Community Center and he is getting a price to make the repair.

Police-Ken Slater asked about the Police Intergovernmental Agreement that is on the agenda.  The Clerk noted this is for the State Police annexation.  A committee meeting is going to be scheduled with the police committees from Metamora and Germantown Hills at a later date.

Ricky’s-Alfred from Ricky’s asked about their license.  Rick Joseph stated that that there is no license at this time to apply for.  Steve McCown noted that the board will have further liquor license committee meetings and Ricky’s will be on the agenda to discuss. 

A motion was made by Terry Quinn to adjourn the meeting at 7:51 p.m.  Seconded by Greg Neaveill.  Motion passed #10.

Ann Sasso

Village Clerk



5
1

