                       Village of Germantown Hills


Regular Meeting Minutes-November 5, 2009

President Kenny Mitchell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

President/

Trustees
R C
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11


12

Kenny Mitchell Village President


P













Steve McCown
P
Y
Y
Y
Y









Greg Neaveill
A
-
-
-
-









John Ford
A
-
-
-
-









Clark Hopkins
P
Y
Y
Y
Y









Mike Gaetz
P
Y
P
Y
Y









Terry Quinn
P
Y
Y
Y
Y









Everyone stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance.

Village Treasurer-The Village Clerk swore in Joy Dries as Village Treasurer.

Planning Commission Appointment-Kenny Mitchell appointed Jim Willerton to the Planning Commission to replace Gary Messenger.  

A motion was made by Mike Gaetz to approve the appointment of Jim Willerton to the Planning Commission.  Seconded by Clark Hopkins. Motion passed #1.

Street Sweeper-Don Hutchison, Metamora Trustee was in attendance to discuss the possibility of having an intergovernmental agreement between Metamora and Germantown Hills in order to share some equipment.  Rich Brecklin stated that there might be some equipment between the two communities that would be a useful resource for each community.  We will get a street committee meeting scheduled between the two municipalities.  Don felt that sharing equipment and knowledge would be a saving of tax dollars for each community.  Steve McCown agreed to get a meeting scheduled.

Safe Routes to School Program 2007-Rich Brecklin stated that there have been some changes to the sidewalk design going down Fandel Road. It looks like it is going to cost the Village about $15,000 out of pocket.  They have made the changes by the lift station and have added the aggregate for the shoulders.  Rich is getting a cost breakdown on the design errors.  Clark Hopkins asked about the target completion date.  Rich Brecklin stated that they had filed an extension and should meet that deadline.  

Terry Quinn questioned with the sewer design errors is there a way to combine these errors with the sewer errors?  Rick Joseph noted that they are separate issues and there would be different Statute of Limitations.  The Village could discuss a global settlement but both parties would have to agree.  Terry noted that we received a lot of assurances from Foth & VanDyke that the sidewalk would be done right when the Village was discussing the sewer problems with them.  Steve McCown noted that the street committee planned on getting the number to see if any of the costs could be recoverable.

Sidewalk-Safe Kids Grant-The Clerk stated that this is still being worked on.

Coventry Farm South Drainage-Scott DeSplinter reported that the contract was sent to Dillon but we haven’t received it back.  The Clerk stated that all easements have been received and recorded.

The owner of Lot 64 sent a letter requesting some grading due to some settlement next to her house.  Steve McCown indicated that if it is outside the scope of the project then it can’t be done.  Steve stated he would respond to her request.

MFT 2009-Rich Brecklin stated that the MFT 2009 program is complete other than the LaKemper culdesac being done.  Rick Joseph stated not completing the culdesac shouldn’t be an issue since weather prohibited it from being completed so we have a legitimate excuse.    Scott DeSplinter stated that the subgrade has been too wet for so long and that he would not advise them putting the gravel down yet.  Steve McCown stated that some type of temporary cover should be put down if the contractor needs to gain access to the lots in the back.  Mike Gaetz recommended some riprap.  The Clerk stated that the contractor building the two homes was communicating with the contractor doing the culdesac in order to gain some type of access to the property. The street committee will look at this.

Garbage Ordinance-Rich Joseph stated that he had added the penalty section to the Garbage Ordinance and eliminated the screening requirement for commercial dumpsters.  Terry Quinn noted that the screening requirement needed more clarification and this can be added to the Zoning Ordinance or this ordinance can be revised at a later date.  The Planning Commission will need to look closer at this issue.

A motion was made by Terry Quinn to pass Ordinance #649 an Ordinance amending and restating Ordinance #647 relating to the collection of garbage and refuse in the Village of Germantown Hills.  Seconded by Mike Gaetz.  Motion passed #2.

Garbage Exemptions-Terry Quinn stated that there have been 5 more single-family requests for a garbage exemption.  Terry noted none of these homes were getting garbage pickup previously due to circumstances with their own businesses.

Sewer Plant CMT-Rich Brecklin informed the board that he went to Springfield to meet with CMT.  Rich noted that there would be a sewer meeting on Monday at the Village Hall to discuss the CMT evaluation of sewer plant #1.  Rich indicated that he had spoken with Eric Hansen from CMT and that they have gone through approximately $25,000 of the money that was previously approved.  Rick Joseph noted that the meeting Monday should be an executive session since litigation may be probable or imminent.

Sewer Plant Update-Rich Brecklin stated there was nothing to report at this time.

Whispering Oaks Lift Station-Scott DeSplinter reported that Hoerr is getting ready to start.  There needs to be a change order approved to include the wet well getting the epoxy lining in order to extend the life of the wet well.

A motion was made by Mike Gaetz to approve change order #2 for the epoxy lining on the wet well for the Whispering Oaks lift station.  Seconded by Clark Hopkins.  Motion passed #3.

Police Committee-John Ford wants to schedule a meeting on police protection and discuss this with the Metamora committee.

Board Representatives-Terry Quinn noted he has received some feedback from some people from the last Germantown Hills Business Association meeting.  He had some concerns about the roles of the committee members that represent the Village Board at the GHBA meeting.  Terry asked the attorney what would be the normal expectations on reporting.  Rick Joseph stated he would need to look this up and was not prepared to answer.  He doesn’t recall any specific parameters in the Village Ordinance. 

Website Committee-Terry Quinn explained that at the last meeting it was agreed that an ad hoc committee to discuss the website and Google group should be put together and suspend posting to the website until the committee could meet. The group had proposed to put a statement out there in the meantime. Rick stated that the committee is a good mechanism to advise but once the site is owned, maintained or controlled by the Village this would be considered a public forum. Rick stated that if the group was determined to be a public forum then the Village could not limit or impose restrictions on the site due to first amendment protections. If the Village would take any formal action to shut down the site it might appear that the Village maintained or controlled the google group; when in fact it did not - giving rise to an inference that the site is a public forum. If Terry Quinn is the one that controls and maintains the google group then he has the right to do what he wants and the Village should not take any action. Rick noted that the purpose of the ad hoc committee was to see if we were going to do something different. The possibility of posting only would be an option, which would not create a public forum. Terry Quinn noted that Rick has given some useful information to consider. Steve McCown stated that the existing site is Terry Quinn’s decision to do as he pleases. Steve noted we could create our own site but we can not impose restrictions and restrict free speech. Terry Quinn indicated that there could be potential libelous comments if the Village assumed responsibility. Rick noted that the Village is protected. Rick noted that the protection doesn’t apply to an individual. Terry Quinn stated that the site started in 2006 and was operated on the assumption that it would be what’s best for the community and was not censored. The committee will set up another meeting to discuss.

State Police Annexation-Rick Joseph noted we are waiting on the Governor’s signature.

Ring Lot-Rick Joseph stated we are waiting.

Village Ace-Rich Brecklin stated that they are still working on this.

Thornridge-The Clerk stated that the Petri plat would be going to the Planning Commission on November 16th.  The Plat shows signature lines for the utility companies to sign off on.  Rick Joseph recommends these being eliminated.  The Petri’s are proposing to build a house across two lots but because of restrictions on the Subdivision plats they can not encroach into the utility easements.

Steve McCown noted concern that there was an implication that everything would be o.k. with the Petri house but we should have been clearer on any concerns.  Rick Joseph stated that once we determined that a house would fit on both lots without the overhangs we sent for more information.  It was then that we determined that the only way the house could be placed on the lots was to vacate the utility easements.  Rick Joseph had informed the Petri’s at one of the last meetings to come back with a building plan as the next step.  Instead the Petri’s purchased the lots without submitting a plan for approval.

Subdivision Ordinance-The Clerk noted that the Planning Commission is still reviewing the Subdivision Ordinance.

Thatcher Lane Access-The Clerk noted there wasn’t anything to report at this time.

Sump Pump Ordinance-Defer

Eastern Bypass-Steve McCown noted that there is a meeting this month that he will be attending.

Kenny Mitchell stated he had talked with Anise Berry from the Economic Development Council.  She had asked where he would like to see the Eastern Bypass.  Kenny told her it would be good if the bypass was located somewhere between Metamora and Germantown Hills.

Erosion-Mike Gaetz asked if the erosion tickets and fines are up to date.  Julie Galassi was working on this previously.  The Clerk stated she would check the status so the attorney could get up to speed.

A motion was made by Terry Quinn to adjourn the meeting at 7:51 p.m.  Seconded by Mike Gaetz.  Motion passed #4.

Ann Sasso

Village Clerk
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