                       Village of Germantown Hills


Regular Meeting Minutes-December 17, 2009

President Kenny Mitchell called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
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Everyone stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance.

Freedom of Information Officer-Rick Joseph noted that there are some changes that are being implemented in the State of Illinois that take effect January 1st in regards to the Freedom of Information Act.  A municipality must appoint a Freedom of Information Officer and have them undergo training. Rick noted there are other significant changes to the Act.  

A motion was made by Greg Neaveill to appoint the Village Clerk as the Freedom of Information Officer.  Seconded by Terry Quinn.  Motion passed #1.

911 Intergovernmental Agreement-The Clerk noted that the 911 intergovernmental agreement needs to be approved for the new year.

A motion was made by Clark Hopkins to approve the continuation of the Intergovernmental Agreement for 911 emergency communication as executed by the Village December 21, 2006.  Seconded by Terry Quinn.  Motion passed #2.

Safe Routes to School Program 2007-Rich Brecklin reported that there is ice buildup on the sidewalk due to a spring in a neighbors yard.  Rich stated an underdrain would need to be installed in the Spring.  Greg Neaveill didn’t feel that we should accept the sidewalk in this condition because of safety issues.  Rich Brecklin stated that the contractor took care of the spring we knew about and it is not the contractor's responsibility to fix this problem.

Coventry Farm Safe Kids Grant-The Clerk stated that Rich Brecklin is working on getting a quote from a contractor for the extension of the sidewalk from Hannah to Windsor for the grant application.  

Coventry Farm South Drainage-Scott DeSplinter noted that he talked to Chris Dillon and weather permitting they would start Monday.

Sewer Plant CMT Evaluation-Rich Brecklin indicated that he was working on scheduling a sewer committee meeting for January 6th.

Decant Airlift Pump-Final Pay Request

A motion was made by Greg Neaveill to approve the final pay request to Hoerr Construction for the decant airlift pump.  Seconded by John Ford.  Motion passed #3.

Whispering Oaks Lift Station-Scott DeSplinter updated the board on the Whispering Oaks lift station installation.  They have revised the completion date to January 22nd.  

A motion was made by Greg Neaveill to approve the pay request to Hoerr Construction in the amount of $38,329.17.  Seconded by Terry Quinn.  Motion passed #4.

MFT 2009-Nothing to report

Police-The Clerk noted Bob Kohlrus had given her samples of the type of reports he fills out daily.  John Ford stated he liked the daily reports that show more specific information.  John Ford stated a police committee meeting had been scheduled and they agreed we need to try to get better communication going with Woodford County.  They also agreed to meet with Metamora to discuss police protection possibilities.  John asked the committee to get any concerns to him so that he can discuss them with the Sheriff first of the year.

Liquor License-Rick Joseph explained the changes to the liquor ordinance.  The Ordinance modifies the requirements of the Class D license and authorizes the issuance of one Class D license.  The Class D license allows the sale of all alcohol not just beer and wine at a convenience store but prohibits single cans or miniature bottles of 50ml or less.

A motion was made by Clark Hopkins to adopt Ordinance #652 an Ordinance regulating the sale of alcoholic liquor in Germantown Hills, Illinois.  Seconded by John Ford.  Motion passed #5.

Personnel-The Clerk noted that in the past the employees have received half of Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve off.  

A motion was made by Terry Quinn to approve half of Christmas Eve and half of New Year’s Eve off with pay for the Village employees.  Seconded by John Ford.  Motion passed #6.

Sump Pump Ordinance-Rich Brecklin sent to the street committee some proposed changes to the sump pump ordinance.  Rich noted we have serious issues on Bayside with water discharging from a sump pump that is creating ice on the roadway and is tearing up the road.  He noted a safety concern if this continues. 

Melanie Meismer asked if it would be the homeowner’s expense and responsibility to move the sump pump especially if they were told to put it there in the first place. Rick Joseph noted that we don’t have an Ordinance on stormwater prohibition.  John Ford questioned if there should be a grace period of some sort to give people time to make needed changes.  Rick Joseph stated that ordinance goes into effect 10 days after passage but it could be the board’s discretion on when to enforce it.  Rich Brecklin noted that the intent of the ordinance is to protect the street so long as the discharge stays off the streets.  Rich has not talked to the homeowner yet.  Rick Joseph stated that if we change section 1 of the Ordinance it should meet the intent of the board.  Clark Hopkins questioned if CMT could look at this for a preliminary fix for now and then a permanent fix later.  Rick noted that there is language in the Ordinance that would require the homeowner to mitigate so that there is no harm or damage from the discharge.  The Ordinance would provide some leverage for damage to not occur or they would have to make the repair.

Greg Falada, Village resident asked if the homeowner is aware of the problem and if the Village has proposed a solution to fix the problem.  Rich Brecklin stated there are some reasonable solutions.  Rick read the proposed modification to the Ordinance.  John Ford recommended talking to the homeowner and then pass the proposed Ordinance at the January 14th meeting.  The board agreed.

A motion was made by Greg Neaveill to approve the general bills as amended.  Seconded by John Ford.  Motion passed #7.

A motion was made by Clark Hopkins to approve the sewer bills as amended.  Seconded by Terry Quinn.  Motion passed #8.

A motion was made by Terry Quinn to approve the November 19th and December 3rd minutes as amended.  Seconded by Greg Neaveill.  Motion passed #9.

Planning Commission-There were no new PC minutes to review.

Article-John Ford asked the Journal Star reporter where she got her information for the article that was in the Journal Star on December 15th.  John noted that the vote was incorrect and that the Mayor did not vote.  Catherine Schaidle, JS reporter, stated she was going to clarify with the attorney after the meeting in what cases is the Mayor required to vote.  Rick Joseph explained that there are three cases where the Mayor votes.  One would be if there was a tie.  Secondly, he would vote if a super majority is needed and finally if one trustee is absent and the vote is 3 against 2 then the Mayor votes.  Catherine acknowledged that the vote was incorrect as reported but she thought all persons needed to be accounted for.

John Ford stated he didn’t appreciate Kenny Mitchell stating in the Journal Star that the minutes were one-sided and noted that the minutes reflect what was said at the meeting and there are no sides.  Kenny Mitchell noted that if someone states something at the meeting the response should be there.

Resident Concern-Melanie Meismer, Village resident stated she questions the issue about the possible posting of libelous statements on the website.  She explained that you couldn’t be liable if there isn’t a name posted.  Terry Quinn noted and the attorney concurred that if you can tell whom you are talking about then it can be considered liable.  Melanie Meismer explained that she had posted a question on the website about a rumor and then Greg Neaveill noted concern over the comments that had been made that weren’t factual.  A discussion continued between all parties.  Rick Joseph stated he appreciated the concerns and the Mayor ended the discussion. 

A motion was made by Terry Quinn to adjourn the meeting at 8:13 p.m.  Seconded by John Ford.  Motion passed #10.

Ann Sasso

Village Clerk
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