                       Village of Germantown Hills


Regular Meeting Minutes-January 28, 2010

President Kenny Mitchell called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
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Everyone stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance.

McDaniel Plat-The Clerk noted that the Planning Commission had approved the preliminary plat for the McDaniel Subdivision and the engineer had reviewed and approved the preliminary and final plat for the McDaniel Subdivision.  

A motion was made by Clark Hopkins to approve the preliminary and final plat for the McDaniel Subdivision.  Seconded by Mike Gaetz.  Motion passed #1.

Audit-Helen Barrick was in attendance to discuss the FY 08-09 audit.  Helen reviewed the general and sewer fund.  Terry Quinn asked if the cost would be going up this year for the audit.  Helen noted that there is no new scope other than they might need to do a small evaluation on the pension benefits but the cost should be fairly stable. 

Golf Carts-Dave Dintelman from Independence Court was in attendance to discuss the possibility of allowing golf carts to be on Village streets.  Illinois passed a law to allow it but the Village would need to adopt an Ordinance to allow it specifically on Village streets.  Dave noted various vehicle requirements and safety features.  The Clerk had provided to the board a couple of area Ordinances to review.  Rick Joseph indicated that the Statute allows a municipality to exercise control over their own streets.  Rick noted in addition you could limit which streets the vehicles could be used on.  Rick has not heard of any problems since the new law has gone into effect.  The street committee will discuss and make a recommendation to the Village board.

Website-Scott McCoy was in attendance to discuss his website.  He had met with the website committee.  The site is operated by oneonlinecommunity.  Scott explained that other entities can link to it and there is no cost to the municipality.  Scott noted that there is a basic agreement that spells out the responsibilities.  Kenny Mitchell reported that he had mentioned it to the Business Association and they thought it sounded like a good idea.  Scott checked on domain names and there are several options available.  Terry Quinn stated that he had talked to Kris Severinsen who has been maintaining a Village link on his website on a voluntary basis.  

A motion was made by John Ford to proceed with the view that a contract will be presented at the next meeting to enter into an agreement with oneonlinecommunity website.  Seconded by Terry Quinn.  Motion passed #2.

Garbage Contract-Dennis McCullough was in attendance to report that people are using their recycle containers for regular garbage, which is contaminating the recycling loads.  Dennis noted that there was a problem this week with a resident that put something in their recycling toter that was taken out last week so the resident should have known it was not acceptable.  Rick Joseph stated that one issue is the need to educate the community.  Dennis stated that his truck driver couldn’t always see the contaminated items until they are in his truck.  Terry Quinn stated that the board is sympathetic to the problems.  Terry and John will meet with Dennis to figure out what the best process is to keep this from happening.  Steve McCown recommended getting names of individuals and contacting them.  Greg Falada, a Village resident noted that the garbage and recycling is a wonderful service and would support getting a list of people to call and explain the impact to them of the contamination.  John Taylor another Village resident agreed notifying the individuals was needed since some might have thrown something in the recycling toter as a mistake.  

Trustee Appointment-Kenny Mitchell stated that Greg Neaveill resigned in January and the Mayor has 60 days to appoint his replacement.  Kenny stated he received several calls and emails of interested residents.  He has considered all the individuals and would like to appoint Greg Falada as a Village trustee.  Kenny discussed his experience and education and believes he can serve the needs of the community.  

Mike Gaetz stated he would like to wait.  He noted in the past the Mayor has communicated ahead of time with the board on who he would like to appoint so some thoughts can go into it.

Greg Falada discussed his qualifications.  John Ford questioned if having five board members from one subdivision is a fair representation of the Village.  Steve McCown stated that Greg Neaveill was from Coventry Farms too.  Terry Quinn noted that Greg Falada appears qualified but in the past the board was involved in discussing a proposed trustee ahead of time.  The board will defer until next meeting.

ZBA Vacancy-The Clerk noted that Bob Gordon had resigned from the Zoning Board of Appeals.

Thatcher Road Access-The Clerk stated that we have not received the revised plat from the Thatcher’s.  Scott DeSplinter had reviewed the initial plat but they will be resubmitting since they have decided to do a land swap instead of dividing the lots and having to go through the subdivision process.  They are also adding language to the plat that there will be no obligation from the Village to do any specific road improvements as a part of the easement.

Copier Contract-The Clerk presented three different copier contract agreements that will save the Village some money from our present agreement.  The Village Board agreed to option #3.

Safe Routes to School Program 2007-Rich Brecklin talked with IDOT about the handrail and we have to leave it as is.

Safe Routes to School Program 2010-Terry Quinn recommended getting a team together for the 2010 program.  The Clerk will check on the team from 2007.

Emlen-Rich Brecklin reported that when we did the sidewalk project that the property was surveyed for measurements only.  The property pin by the tree was removed and Mr. Emlen wants it to be put back.  Rich noted it is going to cost $500 to put the pin back.  The board discussed if it is our responsibility to put it back.  Clark Hopkins asked if it could wait until May to be done.

A motion was made by John Ford to put the property pin back on the Emlen property not to exceed $500 but wait until May.  Seconded by Mike Gaetz.  Motion passed #3.  

Coventry Farm South Drainage-Scott DeSplinter noted that the contractor has completed phase 1.  There was a blockage in the drainage path but Dillon will be correcting it next week.

A motion was made by Steve McCown to approve the pay request in the amount of $35,287.20 to J.C. Dillon for the Coventry Farm South Drainage project.  Seconded by John Ford.  Motion passed #4.

Sewer Plant CMT Evaluation-Waiting on the report.

Sewer Plant Update-Rich Brecklin discussed the flow amounts into the plant with the recent rain.

Whispering Oaks-Rich Brecklin stated that Whispering Oaks had been televised but he is not happy with the video.  He noted some problems with the clay pipes and leakage.  There are some laterals that are separated and appear to be one of the sources of infiltration to plant 2.

Whispering Oaks Lift Station-Scott DeSplinter discussed the status on the Whispering Oaks lift station.  Scott DeSplinter stated that there are revisions to the pump and wetwell.  

A motion was made by Mike Gaetz to approve the change order #4 for the revisions to the pump and wetwell.  Seconded by John Ford.  Motion passed #5.

A motion was made by Mike Gaetz to approve change order #5 for the generator program and relays.  Seconded by Steve McCown.  Motion passed #6.

A motion was made by Mike Gaetz to approve the pay request for the Whispering Oaks Lift Station to Hoerr Construction in the amount of $27.548.14.  Seconded by Steve McCown.  Motion passed #7.

MFT 2009-The Clerk explained the pay requests that should have been approved at the last meeting for MFT.

A motion was made by Steve McCown to ratify the President being authorized to execute the pay requests at the last meeting for $93,744.05 out of the MFT fund and $41,772.00 out of the general fund.  Seconded by John Ford.  Motion passed #8.

Snow & Ice Removal-Terry Quinn asked if we had a process when personnel should come in to check the streets.  Rich Brecklin stated he wakes up to check the streets or Woodford County calls him if there is a problem.  Terry Quinn noted we had received some complaints and one resulted in an accident.  Terry Quinn stated that the Village has done a great job for years but we should document the process.  Steve McCown stated that the street committee would discuss the procedure.

Sewer Account Transfers-The Clerk informed the board that several payments have been made for the Whispering Oaks lift station and that the board had agreed to use hookup fees to reimburse the sewer fund.

A motion was made by Mike Gaetz to authorize the transfer of $108,849.50 from the sewer hookup fee account to the sewer operating fund.  Seconded by Terry Quinn.  Motion passed #9.

Subdivision Ordinance Revisions-Rick Joseph stated that he had made the Planning Commission changes to the Ordinance and will wait for them to do their final review.

Sump Pump Ordinance-Rich Brecklin stated that they are still working on the sump pump ordinance.  Kenny Mitchell noted that there is an ice problem on Bayside because of the sump pumps and we need to do something soon.

Park Committee-Terry Quinn reported that there are some issues that are ongoing but one issue is a Thornridge park opportunity.  Some residents in Thornridge are looking at the possibility of purchasing the outlot in Thornridge and deeding it to the Village.  The residents are checking on the costs and how many residents are interested in helping with the purchase.  

Kenny Mitchell will discuss with the Business Association about putting Christmas lights up this year.  

Melanie Meismer asked if it would be o.k. for the garden club to volunteer to do work at the parks in Germantown Hills.  Rich Brecklin stated that they just need to inform the Village.  Rick Joseph added that there would be liability protection if you advise the Village ahead of time.  

GHBA-Clark Hopkins gave a report from the Business Association on upcoming events and organization goals.

Terry Quinn recommended that the Business Association get any Sign Ordinance ideas to the Planning Commission since they are starting to review the Sign Ordinance.  

A motion was made by Mike Gaetz to approve the general bills as amended.  Seconded by John Ford.  Motion passed #10.

A motion was made by Clark Hopkins to approve the sewer bills as amended. Seconded by Steve McCown.  Motion passed #11.

A motion was made by Steve McCown to approve the December 17, 2009 minutes.  Seconded by Terry Quinn.  Motion passed #12.

A motion was made by Terry Quinn to approve the January 14, 2010 minutes as amended.  Seconded by Steve McCown.  Motion passed #13.

Planning Commission-The Clerk noted that the Planning Commission is starting to work on the Sign Ordinance as their next project.  Ken Beschorner had a question about the stop light at Arbor Vitae.  The Clerk stated that IDOT couldn’t change the lane configuration at that intersection but is working on changing the light cycle at Woodland Knolls and Rt. 116.  

Joint Information Center-The Clerk informed the board that Peoria County is looking for a Joint Information Center in Germantown Hills in the event of a disaster.  The board agreed to serve the community as a Joint Information Center.

Mediacom Franchise Agreement-Rick Joseph asked the board if they would want a hearing concerning the franchise agreement with Mediacom.  The Village has heard some complaints but we are not sure the extent of the problems.  Steve McCown questioned if there are functional changes that can be made to correct some of the problems.  The board agreed to hold a special meeting with the public and Mediacom.  Rick Joseph will put together a bullet point summary of options and contract points for the board to consider.  The Clerk will come up with a date for a special meeting.

Seminar-The Clerk had sent out an email concerning a seminar that is being held in Peoria on February 10th for $50.00 by the Central Illinois Municipal Clerks.  Several board members had responded and agreed the Clerk could attend.

A motion was made by Steve McCown to allow the Clerk to attend the seminar in Peoria on February 10th.  Seconded by Terry Quinn.  Motion passed #14.

Bayside Gate-A resident has asked if he can put gates up on his circle driveway on Bayside.  The board agreed as long as it is not on the right of way.

Fandel Road Sidewalk Bridge-Rich Brecklin stated that the sidewalk bridge that was made is going to be delivered when we call for it but we are not sure what we are going to do with it since it is not needed now.

Terry Quinn asked Scott DeSplinter if there is a way to get a total cost of the Safe Routes to School 2007 design errors that were done by the previous engineer.

A motion was made by John Ford to adjourn the meeting at 9:51 p.m.  Seconded by Clark Hopkins.  Motion passed #15.

Ann Sasso

Village Clerk
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